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14 April 2020 

Dear Joan, 
 
BORDER CHECKS AT SCOTTISH MARINAS 
 
At the Committee meeting on 5 March, you asked whether in future there will be a 
requirement for additional border checks and associated infrastructure at Scottish 
marinas for pleasure craft arriving from EEA nations as a result of the UK’s departure 
from the European Union.  I would like to reassure the Committee that this will not be 
the case for the purpose of immigration control.   
 
In future the UK Government will continue to offer generous provisions for visitors, 
with, if anything, simplified rules and guidance.  The Visitor route will be divided 
between those who need to apply for a visa in advance of travel (‘visa nationals’) and 
those who can seek entry at the border (‘non-visa nationals’).   
 
The UK has announced that EEA and Swiss nationals will be treated as non-visa 
nationals, and therefore able to travel to the UK for holidays and short-term trips of 
less than six months without needing a visa.  Further information on the UK’s future 
border and immigration system, and how overseas nationals will cross the UK border, 
is available online:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-points-based-immigration-
system-policy-statement/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement 
 
With regard to arrangements at marinas for visitors arriving on pleasure craft, the 
Government is currently reviewing current processes as part of our wider reform of the 
immigration system.  Our aim is to ensure that genuine EEA tourists can continue to 
come and go from Scottish marinas with minimum fuss, as is the case now.  We shall 
publish our revised procedures for pleasure craft users in due course. 
 
I shall update the Committee further when more information is available. 
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